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AN 

AUTHENTIC ACCOUNT 

OP THE 

SHAKSPERIAN MANUSCRIPTS, 



iN Juftice to the world, and to remove the 
odium under which my father labours, by 
publifhing the manufcripts brought' forward 
by me as Shakfpear's, I think it neceflary to 
give a true account of the bufinefs, hoping 
that whatever may occur in the following 
P^es will meet with favor and fbrgivenefs, 
Twhen confidcred as the aft of a boy.' 

B My 
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My education is no otherwift material to 
the public, than, to (hew that the fchools at 
Kenfington, Ealing, Sobo-fquare, and three 
years fpent at ^mte^, and the College of Eu 
in Normandy, were to qualify me for the law, 
and 9t the age of fixteen, I was articled to a 
gentleman of eminence in New-ltm, 

My father having. a tafte for old and curi- 
ous trads, I imbibed a liking for the fame 
purfuit, and attended much more to book- 
ftalls, than to Blackjlone, or Coke upon 
LittUun. 

Frequently after dinner my father would 
read the diiferent accounts oi Shakfpear, and 
iay, it was wonderful, out of fo many thou- 
fand lines which he mufl: have wrote, that 
no veilige remained but his fignature to the 
will in the Commons, and his name affixed 
to the mortgage deed prefented by Mr. ffallU 
to Mr. Garricki this was often repeated, and, 
with enthufiaftic praifcs of Shakfpear, my 
father would often fay, that if there ever was 
a man infpired, Shakfpear 'Was that man. 

Curiofity 
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Curiofityled me to look at the fignatiircs 
poblifliing in Stevens*s Shaifpeary and it oc- 
cured to me, that if fome old writing could 
be produced, and pafled fot ShakfpeafSt it 
might occalion a little mirth, and fliew how 
far credulity would go in the fcarch for anti- 
quities 

Having one day purchaled a thin quarto 
trad of the time of EJizaBeth, illuminated 
and bound in vellum, with her arms on the 
cover, I determined on trying an experi- 
ment with it, and for the purpofc wrote a 
letter (in imitation of the hand of that 
period) as from the author of the book, ma- 
king it the prefentation copy from himfclf to 
the queen. 

I wrotb this epiil:le with common ink, 
weakened with water, but found its appear- 
ance too modern, notwithftanding I deter- 
mined on fliewing it j but before I went 
home from phambers, where it was contriv'd, 
I call'd on a book-binder in New-Inn paflage, 
of the name of Laurie, and laughingly told 
B 1 him 
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him what I had contrived; then, producing the 
letter, I afk'd him his opinion ? he told me 
it was well done^ and might deceive many. 

A young man working in the fhop then 
laid, he could give me a compoiition which 
would have much more the appearance of old 
ink J I begg'd he would, upon which he? 
mix*d a few drops of acid with feme other 
liquid (ufed in marbling the covers of books) 
in a vial j then writing a few words on paper, 
held it^to the fire to fliew its effcft, when the 
letters turn'd completely brown. Having 
procured this, I went back to chanibers, and 
re-wrote the letter, which I took home and 
fliewed my father, who thought it genuine. 
This, and the book I exchanged with him for 
ibme other traft. It was the firft thing of the 
kind I ever attempted, but after I had wrote 
-a great quantity of the Shak^ar manu- 
fcripts, I thought my firft'attempt, fo badly ex- 
ecuted, that I again got it from my father, 
and deftroycd it, fearing a difcovery. 

Soon 



by Google 



Soon after my father went into the coun- 
try, it being long vocation, I obtained per- 
puflion of the gentleman with whom I was 
articled, to accompany him. The lad place 
we vifited before ou{ return to town, was 
Stratford upon .^^ivn, where we remained a- 
bout ten days ; during which time, my father 
made eager enquiries concerning ShakJ^ear, 
. but acquired little more knowledge than thofe 
who went before him^ 

We vifited Clopten Hgufe, about a mile 
fi»m Stratford, th^ gentleman who occupied 
it, behaved to us with much civility. On my 
father faying, he wifhed to know any thing 
relative to our Bard? the gentleman replied, 
that had he been there a few weeks fooner, he 
could have given him a great quantity of his, 
and his family's letters. My father, much 
' aftonlflied, begged to know what was become 
of them ? "ftie gentleman's anfwer was, that 
having fome young partridges which hewilh- 
ed to biing up, he had, for the purpofe, clear- 
ed out a fmall appartment wherein thefe pa* 
pers lay, and burnt a large bafket-full of them, 
B 3 he 
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he faid they were all rotten as tinder, but to 
many of tjiem, he could plainly perceive the 
fignature of fFilliam SbakJ^ear ; and turning 
to his wife, faid to her,'* t)on't you remcm- , 
ber it my Pear ? ** 'Her anfwer was, ** Yes, 
per^£tly well, and you know at the time, I 
blamed you for deftroying them.*' My fa- 
ther exclaimed, " Good God, ^r! you do not 
know what an injury the world has fuftainod 
by the lofs of them^" He then begged per- 
miffion to fee the Room, which the gentle- 
man acquiefced in, adding, " If there are 
any left Sir, you may have them, for they are 
but rubbiih, and litter up the place." Ac- 
cordingly, we proceeded into the chaniber, 
but found no trace of any papers ; and in 
every oflier part of the houfe our fearch, 
proved equally ineffectual. 

Having, by the many converfatlons which 
pafled, imbibed my father's enthuflafm for 
Shak/pear, that led me not only to fearch, 
but, alfo to attempt what I fhall after relate. 

We returned to town, I attended cham- 
bers as ufual; two perfons being at that time 
with 
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urith me, oqc ibon qyitted the law, ^4 "Fqficr 
Powdly the well known Pedeftriany whp was 
the other, fliortly after 4ied J I was then left 
alone, had it been otherwife, I fhould have 
foun4 lio opportunity of writing th$^ papers. 

My father would often lavifli his ufual 
praUes on Sbak/pear^ and frequently add, that 
he would give all his curious books to becpioe 
pii^efied of a iingle line of his hand wrhing. 

An idea' having ilruck me, that I might 
perhaps be fortunate enough to fin(I a iigaa>- 
ture of his, that induced me to examine a 
number of deeds and other papers which I 
met with in the courfe of my rcfearches : I alfo 
carefully looked over many ufelefs deeds at . 
chambers^ but without fuccefs. 

For mere froHck and diverfion, I foon 
after formed the plan of attempting to imi- 
tate his hand, and for that purpofe copied 
out as nearly, as 1 could, the fac fimiles of 
his name to the will in the Commons^ and 
to the mortgage deed, both of which are to 
B4 be 
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be found in StevetCs Shakjpear; lalfoicook 
down the heads of the deed, with which I 
-went to chambers, and wrote the leaie -be- 
tween William Shakfpear and John Ekfk- 
ingeSt Micbael Frafer and ElizaSelh. his 
wife, it is erroneous in many refpefts, and 
thofe who have feen it, may recoUeft it's inac- 
curacy, having ftatcd, ** >f/ tbe GloSte ^y 
Thames.*' On telling this ftory to Mr. WiH- 
fiSf he refered to the copy of the. mortgage 
deed beibre-mentioned, from which he found 
I had nearly worded that of ISchael Frafer^ 
and laughingly faid, " It wts furprifii:^ how 
it fiiould have efcaped lb. many Ihrewd ob&r- 
vers." I had before me a law paper of the 
time of King James, from which I took the 
Ayle of writing, and afterwards affixed the 
names; it was wrote with the before-mentionr 
ed ink, which I had kept by me, but It's c&c€t 
on parchment was different from that which 
it had on paper, only giving an appearan^ce of 
common ink weakened with water. I wrote 
a deed in preference to any thing elfe, think- 
ing it would more firmly ftamp the fignature 
as Sbaiffeafi* . . 

I took 
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I took > it home and told my father I had 
ibmething curious to fliew him, on which I . 
wiftied to have, his opinion. After lookiog 
over thedeedjhe aljured me, that he thought 
it genuine. I then begged his acceptance of 
it, upon which he offered me any of his cu- 
rious books, I told hiin, I would receive no- 
. thing. 

And here I muft aflure the world, that I 
had DO intention whatever of attempting any 
thing further, myobjeftwas only to give my 
father pleafure, that wifli xccomplifhed, I was 
fatisfied. 

However, this deed was fhewn, and was 
generally believed by thofe who faw itj feveral 
perfoQS told me, that wherever it was found, 
there muft undoubtedly be all the Ma- 
nufcripts of Shakfpear fo long and vainly 
fought for; my father likewife faid, he 
was certain that I knew of many more; 
thus urged, partly by the world, and my own 
vanity, I determined on attempting fomething 
further. - 

Having 
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Having iecn Sbaifpear's father's Prpfejfion 
vfFaitbf I thought I would attempt to form 
one for the fon, and as I heard him much 
cenfured for the invocation to the Saints, and 
the fuperftitious mtnner in which it was cotn- 
|>o(ed, I refolvcd on writing the fon*s perfect- 
ly limple, wifliiog thereby to prove Sbakfpear 
a Proteftant, that having been often a matter 
of doubt. 

I procured a blank fheet of old paper, be- 
ing the outnde leaf of feveral bthere, on which 
accounts had been kept, but not being then 
acquainted with the water marks of the time, 
I carefully chofe leaves which had none at 
all, hearing many gentlemen fay, if there 
were paper marks, they would go a great 
way to prove the manufcripts authentic : I 
made enquiries, and learnM that the Jugg was 
moft prevalent in that Day. Accordingly, 
in all the papers I afterwards produced, I 
obtained as many marked with the J^gg as 
I poffibly could, thoft who have inipeiSed the 
papers, muft remember to have feen it fre- 
quently occur, 

" I wrote 
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I wrote the Frofejjion of Faith without 
making a draft copy, placing before me Hie 
fac iimiles I had made, and forming eveiy 
letter in his name as he might have written 
them, the reft were from my own imagina- 
tion ; when compleated, I took it homfi, aJl 
who heard it read, admired the fimplicy of 
ihe'ftile. 

I was much queftioncd as to where it 
■came froott ? For fome time I gave no parti- 
cular anfffer, at length I found it neceffaryto 
fay Ibmethinig, and for that parpofe framed 
the following ftory 1— — 

That I had, by mere chance, formed au 
acquaintance with a gentleman, ^and being 
one day at dinner with him, expfeffing my 
partiality for old books, as well as the 
autographs of great perfonages, I faid, the 
gentleman appointed me to meet him,- and 
told wne I might t rummage over a large 
quantity of pld deeds and papers which 
had dflfcended to him from his father, who 
had pradifed the law, and acquired a great 
fertuue 
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ibrtunc ; I added, that tor fome lime I ne- 
gle£led calling according to my promife, at- 
ledging that as he was a young man, he had 
only meant perhaps to laugh at rae; hpwever, 
one day heing near the place, curiofity promp- , 
ted me to call ; the gentleman, I faid, was 
rather angry at my remifsnefs and breach 
ef promile, but having made an apology, 
he permitted me to go into the next 
room, where I faw a great quantity of 
papers tied up in bundles, having fearched for 
fome time, I at length found the deed before 
mentioned, which I took to the gentleman, 
who was much allonilhed, but laid, fince, I 
promifed you all you fliould find worthy 
your notice, I will not be worfe than my 
word, then defiring me to make him a copy, 
he gave it me. 

But when I had wrote more papers, the 
world wondered how any man could be weak 
cubugh to part with fucha treafure; toKcon- 
cile them to a belief of this, I added the follow- 
ing ftory ; that in fearching among my friend's 
deeds, 1 had found one which afcertained to 
him fome property, long a matter of litigation 

and 
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and difpute : upon this he promifed me every 
thing I (hould find appertaining to SbakJ^ar^ 
and further, to ftop all enquiries as to his 
natpe, f^c. I added, that being a man of 
large fortune, he did not choofe to undergo 
the impertinent queftionings of the world, for 
which reaibn, he had bound me on oath, to 
fecrecy, and the better to ftrengthen this, I 
hinted, that his father perhaps might have de- 
tained the papers illegally in the courfe of his 
praSice, and fhould his name be known, it 
would undoubtedly lead to a difcovery, and 
throw a Our on the honour of his family ; by 
fuch means, I for fome time flopped all en- 
quiries. 

i ihall now fpeak of Mr. Talbot^ who 
has been fo much talked of in the bufinefs, 
and explain the reafons. I had for fome 
time known him, he was alfo placed with a 
gentleman of JVifW /««, but his articles expired 
before I attempted thefe Manufcripts j he 
came frequently to chambers, and told 
me he was certain the deed which I had 
given my father was not original, but a pro- 
duftiou 
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du^ion of my own ; I muft add that he well 
knew I had a facility <it copying'old hand 
writings, having often feen, me do fo before I 
wrote the manufcripts ; I firmly denied the 
charge, but a few days after, whilft I was 
bufily employed at writing feme of the 
papers which 1 afterwards gave my father, 
he came in fo inftantaneoufly that he caught 
nje in the faft; no longer able to deny the 
charge, I bound him to fecrecy, alledging the 
anger of my father fliould he know the truth i 
he promifed never to betray me, nor can 
I fay but that he behaved all through the 
bufinefs with the ftriaeft honour and lu- 
tegrlty.-^He foon quitted London for Dublin i 
on parting, I aflured him that I would cor- 
refpond and relate what occurred ; this is 
alt Mr. talhoti concern in the affair; I 
have already mentioned how I procured the 
ink ; moft of the old paper was purchafed 
of a bookfeller of the name of Vir^, in 
Great May's BuMngj, Saint Martin's Lam, 
and the language I moft folemnly declare 
to be all my own, no perfoB having furniftied 
me with a fingle idea. 
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I wrote the letter to Cowley^ thereby 
wiihing to prove Shakfpear a perfeft good 
natured man; nothing was meant by the 
pen and ink drawing, however, the world 
faid it was certainly fome witty tonui^rumy 
as to their not being able to explain it, there 
is nothing Turprifing in that, for I myfelf 
do not know it's meaning. My reafons 
for writing Hemmge*s note and recript I 
cannot at prcfent recoUeS. — The letter to 
Ann Hatherwaye^ his wife, was to Ihew bis 
love for ' her, and that was alfo meant oy 
the lines addrefled to her; as for the lock 
of hair, it was more a childlfh frolic than 
, any ways done to flrengthen the authenticity 
of the papers. 

Having heard of the L-ord Southampton's 
bounty to Sbakfpeart I determined on writing 
the correfpondence between them on that 
fubjefl ; but, on enquiry, could not learn 
that any fignature of his Lordfhip's was in 
exiftence, 1 accordingly formed his mode of 
writing, merely from myfelf, and the better 

to 



by Google 



(16) 

t6 difgulfe it from Shakfpear^s, I wrote the 
whole with my left hand ; this was done to 
/give more authenticity to the ftory. 

I may be faulty as to the exaft time and 
order in which the different things were de- 
livered to my father, but, having kept no 
account, I truft that will not go to diiprove 
the truth of my prefent narration. 

Amongft other gentlemen who came to 

view the manufcripts were Dr. P r, and 

Dr. J V: - ■■ — «; I was in my father's ftudy at 
the time they paffcd the higheft encomiums 
on the ftyle of the papers in general ; and I 
particularly well remember, after having 
heard read the Profe^n of Faitb, one of 
them ufed the following Words to my father, 
•* Mr. Ireland^ we have very fine things in , 
•* our chitrchfervice, and our litany abounds 
•* with beauties, hut here h a man has dif- 
** tanced us all.** I fcarce could refrain 
from laughter on hearing fuch praifes laviihed 
on myfelf, particularly on a compofitionnot 
even ftudied when wrote, I was however ■ 
ftruck 
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ftrucfc with aftonifliment at having attrafted 
the applaule of twofoch learned men, then 
I firft began to think I had any abilities. 

I wrote Queen Eizabeth^% letter from her 
fignature only, which I copied from an origi- 
nal in my Other's pofleflion, this letter was 
produced to make our Bard appear noticed 
noticed by the greateft perfonage of his time, 
and thereby add, ifpoflible, fre(h luftre to 
his name. 

At atroker's in Butcher Row^ I one day faw 
hanging \jp for fale a coloured drawing, think- 
ing it might ierve my purpofe,! purchafed U, 
and went to chambers, where, having fome 
water colours, I painted in the letters If^. S, 
and the titles ofthefeveral plays, lUkewifein- 
ferted in the corner, the arms of Shakfpear, 
but wasfo unacquainted with them astomake 
the fpear run the contrary way to what it re- 
ally ftiould doj on the back of this drawing 
was the figure of a Dutchman, this I altered 
to the charadter of Shyiock, by painting in 
the knife wd fcales. What I conceive the 
c . delign 
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delign originally to have repre&nted was 
the contraft of a money getting old fether, to 
a fon iquandering his property in gay ap- 
parel and diffipation ; the drawing is cer- 
tainly very old, but the writing, arms, fcales 
.knife, fi?c. were all added by myfelf. 

Many ^erfoois rfaaving f<ud, that if the 
original .qiamufcript of one of his printed 
pl^6,(ho;aM be found. It would ppve whether 
he wrote all the ribaldry attributed to him 
in the firft quarto's. — That lead me to write 
over in the old hand the Tragedy of King 
Ltar, aiid,make alterations where! thought 
the lines beneath him, one of the& I :fhall 
^uote. After Lear*s death, the Duke offers 
jKntf his Services, whkh he refufes: ia all 
the printed copies Ken/ repeats the following 
couplet ib much ridiculed. 

Kettt-^l have a journey, Sir, ihoctly to go, 
My maAer calls, and I mufl not &.y no. 

In lieu of which I inferted the following 
iines.— 

" Thanks, 
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*i T|waks,Sir,6ut I goto thaf unknown land, 
** Thatchainseach pilgrim faft within it'sfoil, 
** By living men moft (hunued mofl dreaded, 
** Still my good mafter this fame journey tpok, 
** He calls rae,Iamcontent,andftraighto,bfiy; 
" Then farewell world, the bufy fcene is done, 
*^ iCent lived mod true, Kent dies moft like a 
** man," 

By fuch alterations the woild fuppofed 
:that all the ribaidty in his other plays was 
ZiOt Written by himfelf but foiftered in by the 
players and printers, herein it cannot be faid 
I iiy ured the reputation of Shakjpear, on the 
.contrary, the world thought him a much 
more pure and even writer than before. 

To prove the papers ftill more genuine, I 
wrote the agreements between Lowin and 
Condell the players. I alfo produced the 
play houie receipts, and other accounts, 
thereby to prove Shakfpear correct in matters 
of the moft trivial nature. — Among thefe 
were the receipts for playing before Lord 
Leic^er, the fum there mentioned was very 
c 2 ^ high 
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high for that period : By this I meant to 
fhew the efteem in which his company was 
held before all others, for I knew there were 
at that time feveral play houles in Lbttdm* 
The ftrings with which I tied the bundles 
were unravelled from a piece of old tapeftry, 
part of which I left in the hands of Mr. 
Wallii^ about the fame time I entrufted him 
with the fecret. 

My ink now failed me, 1 applied a fecond 
time to the book binder's man, and obtained 
a larger vial full, the reniiains of which I 
have alfo given to Mr. WaUit : thus I con- 
tinued, and finding fo many join in my 
father's belief, I thought with Richard,— 

" ^e work went bravely on." 

At length 1 determined on writing a play, 
aud having often obfetved a drawing of my 
father's from a defign of JWor/<<wrV, on the 
fubjea o(Rowena prefenting wine to For- 
ligern, 1 thought this ftory might perhaps 
ferve. 
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fcrve, and accordiD^y refer'd to HoRnJhed's 
Chronicle, which my father had; this I 
did when no one was prefent, finding it 
applicable to my purpofe, I plan'd the ftory of 
the pUy, which I afterwards produced : it 
confLlls of more than two thouf^nd lines.'^— 
When afked for the originals, I tnade aa- 
fwer, that my friend would not deliver 
them till I had tranlcribed the whole; thus 
I gained tinie to compofe and write the 
play in the old hand; At the time of it*s 
completion, \ was about nineteen years of 
age, the world praifed many parts, but faid i^ 
was uneven, having the fame errors as are 
Vfi^ally found in many of Sbakfpear^s plays, it 
was generally thought fupertour to the wori^ 
of his plays, and much inferior to his capital 
one*s; I heard and fmiled at thefe remarks, 
not a little lurprifed that 1 could at fo young 
an age at all imitate hifP* 

WhenMr.7tf/fe< heard of the play mlreland 

^e coolly wrote, informing me of his furprile 

that I had not let him into this fecret, for to 

c 3 fpeal^ 
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{peak the thith, I had long neglected cor- 
relponding according to my promife, having 
to compofe and write all the before mentioned 
things ; I fent him word I had attempted and 
wrote the play i after this we correfptinded 
regularly, and I always fpoke freely on tH* 
fabjed of the manufcripts 

I wrote a fcw leaves of Hamlet, witft 
trivial alteration,- as I had done in hettr^ 
I likewife finHhed other receits, and exe^ 
cuted a coloured head of Shallot oil 
parchment, round which I affixed thie names 
of feveral players of that day ; I acquired thi& 
Jchowledge by looking into the folio e^tion 
of his plays. 

As it was the gisneral opinion, that ifa 
defcendant oi Sbakjpear'z could be found, 
he might claim th? papers, I determined on 
proving thata friendlhip had fubli fled between 
our Bard and {bme perfon of the n&me of 
Ireland i for that purpofe I wrote thtdpedof 
gift, and formed the ftory of his 4ving 
Sbakjpear from " droaoning" as I thought 

that 
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that the beft metfaod df accotraiing for their 
great friendihlp, atld the bequefts made to 
hira by Sbakfpear'. I alfb wrote the tributary 
lines, and made the drawings of Ireland's 
houftj and to flop alt dairas whatever to the 
papei-s^ I fjud, that my ffiend told me, they 
originally belonged to one of our anceftors, 
and riiat he had given them to me as a mat- 
ter of xight 

My reafbu for appearing ib much in public, 
was to make the World think me a giddy 
thoughtlefe young irian, incapable of produ- 
cing- the papers. 

Mi:. Taibot came to England and was 
much aftonifhed at the variety of things I had 
wrote i we deftroyed mutually all our letters 
on the fubjeft, and agreed, for the future, 
never to fpeak openly on the bufinefs 

As the world began to dou'bt, I begged him 
tolKCoihca party in the ftory, he with much 
hrefitation confented. I Acn informed my fa- 
ther, that Mr. Ta&ia was aMb concerned, 
C 4 upon 
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upon which he defircd his account of the nu- - 
uufcripcs, but Mr. T. not knomng the ftory 
he fliould tell, and feaiing to contradift what 
I might have {aid before, informed my father 
that he would, in a few days, fend a writ- 
ten account of the whole bufinefs. To this 
my father veiy reliij£Untly agreed; and pre- 
vious to Mr, 7*. leaving town, we planned the 
ftory which we afterwards fent. 

I continued as ufual producing papers of 
different kinds, partly to add to the mafs 
which I thought would Arengthen their au-. 
thenticity, and partly becaufc the world did 
not altogether doubt them, and that I found 
them ftill prailed by the Literati. I alfb 
wrote manufcript notes on books to about the 
number of fifty, all which I gave to my 
father. 

Not owing to himfelfonly, but frequently 
urged by other gentlemen, my father deter- 
mined onpubltfliing the papers j I begged he 
would defift, he made anfwer, that the world 
fhould not be deprived t^ fuch a treafure ; at 
lengthy 
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length, afraid to tell this narrative, which he. 
would not have believed, and not knowing. 
what ftep to take, I one day, as my laft ef- 
fort, afTured him, that if he was bent on pub- 
liihing the papers it muft be done at his own 
rifk, for th&t my friend would have nothing 
to do in the bulinefs ; he gladly replied, that 
he would take upon himfelf, thus, finding it 
impoflible to (lop him, X was compelled to 
fufFer the publifhing of the papers. 

I wrote the deed of truft to John Hemlngs^ 
diftantly hinting, that the gentleman who 
gave the Manufcripts was a defcendant of his, 
and that his anceftor had not fulfilled the be- 
queils mentioned in that deed, but kept them'> 
to himfelf; this I alledged was caufe fufficient 
jfor the concealment of his name. Had I not 
been urged to write this Pamphlet, I fiioulil 
have compofed the Interlude of the Virgin:, 
^eeot and the play of King Henry the 
Seventh, mentioned in the deed of truft 

The play of Fortigern was then agrepd for, 

aijd with much delay brought forward; the 

world 
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world condemned it, but that did not lefleti 
the fatisfa^ion I felt in having at fo early an 
age wrote a piece which was not only afted, 
but brought forth as the work ©f the greateft 
ofmen. 

Mr. Malone*s very tedious epiiUe then ap- 
peared, the forgefy, he fays is weak, and 
poorly ctfatrived, why theti fliOold he be- 
ftow fb much time and labour, and dive into 
antiquities, or fearch regifters of births, mar- 
lines, deaths, ^c. and fpin out an Epiflle to 
Lord CAjzr/iWWB^ of upwards of four hundred 
pages, to prove, what as he fays, was vifible to 
the meanell capacity, but moO; of the time 
he was confeffcdly in a dream. 

I wrote the play of Kingiifirflr)' the Second, 
of which I only executed three leaves in the 
old hand, now in my father's polfellion ; it 
was thought by many fuperior to Vortlgern. 

At length the world in general accufed my 
father of being a party concerned in writing 

the 
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the p3per«j and then I firft bftgian to feel 

uneafy. 

Mr. Taint's letter, I muft here mention, 
came to hand, containing the Aory which 
we had ^reed to tell, and I foon aftef rt- 
ceived one' part of which I hav6 hert traH- 
feribed, as it goes to prove myfelf atbne 
aijthor of the manulcripts. 

6tb Januaryy 1796. 
Dear Sam^ 

'* It is now a month, I believe, fince I 
*' wrote to your father a particular account 
*' of the difcovery of Vortigem^ with every 
" thing that has pafled before and lince the 
*• the fortunate finding it atH"— — — 'i; I 
*' wrote by the fame port to yourfelf, begged 
*' you to (hew iJ— — — — the letter I Wrote 
" your father, and keep a copy yourfelf; now 
" I think it rather hard I am not favoured 
" with an anfwer, and that my particular 
*' requeft is not complied with. — Faiked for 
" a copy of Vortigern and Kowenay as cur- 
"tailed 
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** tailed forreprcfentation; now, Sartit though 
** you negleft me fo much as to with-hold 
•* the copy of the play, which you know 
*' wheu in London I had not time to read, 
** and which you may naturally fuppofe I 
•* would wiih to know almoft as I would 
•* all SbakJ^eM's works, yet mark how 1 am 
** {ituated. and then you will not blame me 
** for renewing my requett; everyone knows 
" here the concern I have with Vortigem 
" andi?flwr/w, andevery one afks for the par- 
" ticulars; I then fliow the copy of the letter 
*' fent your father ; but when I am aflced as to 
'* the play, and its merits, plot, beauties, (3c. 
" J know nothing. It is much wondered at 
** that I can give no account of its coming 
" out ; fome aflc me if I have not in my 
•• own poffeflion any fcrap of the wfitings of 
" Shakfpear.—Soy Sam^ I requeft you will 
'* fend me fome bill, receipt, or letter of 
*' his, tSc. (Sc.'* 

By this part of Mr. Talioi's letter, 1 mean 

to prove that he knew nothing of the play of 

Vortigem^ had he aided me in writing it, hp 

certainly 



by Google 



{ 19 J 

certainly would not difclaim all knowledge of 
its merttif ploty or heautiei- He certainly 
knew the faft, and that was all ; as to his 
joining in the ftory, he did it at my moft 
earneft requeft, though much againft his own 
inclination. 

A committee of gentlemen was now called 
to infpe£t the manufcripts, and report what 
they thought concerning their authenticity; 
I was obliged to be prefent, many qacftioOS 
were put to me about the papers, my aniwer 
was> that I attended there only to exculpate 
my father from the odium which was heaped 
on him, but to aiifwer nothing farther; I 
likewife offered to make oath, that my father 
was no ways whatever concerned ; hot this 
was over-ruled by fbme gentleman preleut. 
Other committees were held, in which Mr. 
TalBof^ letter was frequently read, and at 
one of thefe, a petition was drawn up, {igned 
by the committee, ftating my. father's iituation 
with the world, which I was required to de- 
liver to my friend, when abne, I determined 
rather than he fhould undergo fp.much un- 
c 14 ■ merited 
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jnqrked hlaoie, that I would mylfelf cume 
forward with the trHth. 

I therefore, at the next meeting, faid, that 
the perfon from whom I had the papers would 
reveal the fecret to any two gentlemen of 
refpeftability, for thatpurpofealift was made, 
i^vhiph I was to fhew my friend, thole names 
,which he did not approve he was to blot out, 
but any two of thofe he left Handing, and 
who would receive the fecret, to them he 
^voujtd communicate it. 

At the next meeting I delivered the lift, 
baving only marked out the names of a few 
who had been fanguine in their belief of the 
papers, not liking to hurt their feelings, but 
of thofe gentlemen whole names I left 
ftandiog, Ibme were out of town, and others 
did not choofe to undertake the embalfy. 

It h9,ving been obferved by me, as before 

ftated, that the gentleman was under appre- 

henfions /or his fituadon ihould the truth be 

known, and Ibme one of the committee fug- 

gefting 
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gefting that he ought to apply for legal ad- 
vice in the bufinefs, where he might with 
fafety communicate the af&ir, I went myfclf 
to Mr. WalliSf and told him nearly this ftory, 
under a ftri6t injunftion of fecrccy, at the 
fame time giving him in writing a fhort 
account of the principal matters herein con- 
tained, which I wrote before him, as well 
in the old hand as my own ; he likewife put 
feveral queAions to me, as to the reafons 
which lead me to attempt lo many dil&rent 
things, which 1 immediately anfwered in 
writing ; it is now five Months fince, and on 
comparing the realbns given in this account, 
with thofe left in his hands, they arc found 
to coincide; and to which I refer any perlbn 
who defires to be fatisfied. 

Still the world accufed my father of being 

a party concerned; ^This was frequently 

mentioned, which rendered him unhappy : 
He wrote to Mr. Talbot to know if he 
would make affidavit to the truth of the 

ftory, Mr. T anfwered, thatifjf/ wo«^ 

Join with him he then would make oath, that 

no 
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no one, except us two, and a third perfon, 
knew the fecret ; this he did, well affured, 
that I could not enter into any fuch affida- 
viti there being no third perfon at all con- 
cern'd J on my refufal, my father of courfe, 
laid all the blame on me ; and to prove what 
I have afferted, Mr. Taihot has fevcral times 
been requefled to make the oath alone, but 
will not conient. 

• My father left town during his abfence,' I 
form*d the refolution of quitting the houfe, as 
I could not tell the truth, and live with him 
after to be a witnefs of his linhappinefs ; be- 
lides, he complained of the fecret being told 
to another perfon, and not himfelf ; I there- 
fore put my part in execution — As a proof 
of my father's fecHnga at that time, I infert 
the following letter which he fent me; thofe 
who perufe it may conceive a father's anxie- 
ty, and my embarralled fituation. 

*• It is now more than a week, my dear 
" Sam, fince I left Londettf ;^nd not a word 
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" ot » fin* from you j in tKe fitiiatlon, nn- 
•* fttt^ as you are, you cannot fuppofe but 
** that my mind is much agitated, both on 
" your Mtovttt and that of the family.—— 

"I eiftSei, according to your pfomife, 
" that you wo^ld certainly have written to 
"me and' have pointed out what was your 
•* plan:— *- And not only lb, but your in- 
*' teatidns with regard to the' papers, 1 do 
" alibrii youi my ftate is truly Wretched on 
•■ both' iOMoOnts i i hare no tUti either night 
" or dii^;- Which might be ihucH alleviated 
** by a mdre open and candid coiidiifl on 
•* your fide ; furcly, if there' is a p6rlbn for 
"■ whoch- you can for a mometit feil, it' muft 
" be fot a paireiit, who has never ceafed to 
"tender you every comfort and attention 
" fiom your earKeft momelitr of eliiAence to 
" the prefent. — I think you moft iStmetinles 
•* refkSt, add place yourfelf in your imagi- 
" nation^ af a'jiiture period" of Kfe, having 
"'afoit, and being' infuch a'ptildlcament as 
"I ftaad' sK-prefent, and then jud|iiig what 
** muft ie jotttjtiai ofmmi, and n^at miuft 

D ' Ido 
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** I do not mean reproaches by this letter* 
*' but to affure you, that if you cannot think 
*' me your friend, I fear you will be deceived 
** in all friendlhips you may in future form. \ 
*' do not recoUeft that any conduft of mine 
*' toward you, has been other than tHat of a ^ 
** friend and companion, not that of a rigid or 
** remorfe parent? ■ It is therefore doubl3e 
" unnatural, that I IhouM be found to ap- 
** ply for information through any channel 
** wliatever, when I ought to hear it vo- 
*' luntarily from yourfelf* You leem to be 
•* cftrangingyourlelf, not only from me, but 
•* from all your family, and all my acquaint* 
•* ances. Refled well what you do, and what 
•* determinations you make, for this is the 
" moment that may, in all probability render 
** you comfortable in your future eiftablifh- 
** ment, and fitture fituation, or make you an 
" alien to happinefs for ever. I have he^rd 
" of my fituatiwi with the world, as to the 
'* papers, at Reading, from many gentlen^en 
** there, who all agree, that my fiate is truly 
'' a pitiable one, and all leem to dread the 
** event; I know not the nature of your 
" oaths and engagements^ nor does the world; 
•*but 
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** but it Is univerfaUy allowed, that no ob- 
** ligation Aiould lead a parent into ruin.-T- 
" If the papers are to be eftabliOied as ge- 
" Quine, why delay to furnilh .me with the 
" documents fo lately promised ? But I will 
** fay uo more on the fubjeft at prefent.— By 
" a paragraph in the San of ^burfday laft, 
'* it fliould appear, that though I am not in 
•* the (ecret, fome peribns are." The pa- 
ragraph runs thus ** We are at length 

■* enabled to form a decijtve opinion with re- 
" gard to the ManHjcripts in the polTeflion 
'* of Mr. Irelanit though motives of delicacy 
•* at prcfent prevent us from rendering that 
•* opinion publick" ! Pray me give a line by 
** to-morrow's poft, as I am impatient to hear 
** from you, and believe me your very Aucerc 
" friend, and a^floinate father," 

. . Samuel Ireiana, 

June 5, Sunday. 



Xthca 
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I then aflc'd Mr. ff^alUs what I qouM do 
to exonerate my father ; he drew up a pa- 
per which I figriM, and have here infertcd. 

In juftice to my father, and to remove the 
odium under which lie labours relpefting the 
papers publiflied by him as the manufcripts 
of Shakfpeare, I do hereby folemnly declare, 
that they were given to him by me as the 
, manufcripts of Shakfpeare^ and that he was 
totally ignorant and unacquainted with the 
fburce from whence they came, or with any 
matter relating to the fame, or to any thing 
fave what was told him by himfelf j and that 
he publilhed them without any knowledge, 
or even the fmalleft intention of fraud or im-' 
pofition, bgt under a firm belief and perfua- 
fion of their authenticity, as I had given 
hun to underiland they were fo. 

■ W.H. Ireland. 

jy yamary, 1796. 
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Still my father was difTatisfied ; nor wouldc 
the world believe that he was not concernM 

in the bufinefs.' 1 afterwards wrote him 

a letter, confeffing, that I was really the 
author, of which I kept no copy, or fhould 
undoubtedly have here inierted it— This prov- 
ed as ineffedual as any thing I before had 
done, for he AiU thought Sbak/^ear the au- 
thor of the papers, and me totally incapable 
of writing them.— 

I ihall infert a mefTage left in writing 
with Mr. Wallfs, which ftill goes to prove 
my father a ftranger to the whole affair.- —— 

*' That I infift on having the affidavit 
*' drawn up by Sam^ and fign'd and fworn 
** before a magiftrate, in order to its being 
^' fent to Talbotf and then to be laid before 
" the public, and I likewife infift on having 
" the remainder of the papers fo often pro- 
*• mifed me." 

The papers which my father here alludes 

to, and of which he has a lift, were thofe 

p 2 which 
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which I intended to have written, had not 
the bufinefs taken fuch a turn as it has 
done. 



I here introduce a fpcech, the ori^nal of 
which, with my various alterations, was 
delivered, with manjr other things, to the 
care of Mr. WaRhy leaving the world to 
judge of its merits if it pofiefles any. 



Off contemplat'tng Wefiminfter J&bey. 



," O ! my good lord how irkfome paflcd the 

'* time, 
*• While in yon porch I did wait your coming; 
•* Yet as this chryftal arch, this bright heavcQ 
^* Doth fliine upon the emeral tipped wave, 
'' And paints upon the deep each paffing 

•* cloud; 
" E'en fo the fmalleft and moft gentle plant 
*• That waves before the breath of thee fweet 

** heaven, 
** To man gives food for contemplation ; 

"And 
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** And flwws bow {bon this blaziag &am<t of. 

" youth . ' 

** Muft Hok on Age's chiJliog ic^ bed, ' 
" And dwindle down to fecond notbingQ«(s ;. 
" Look but on yon clock thofe lanky fingvra, 
** The toiling heralds of fwift winged t^me* 
*' Whofe clapper wakens men from drowfy 

"fleep; 
** Changitig the dreary ftiltnefs of black night 
" To days firft infancy, the blulhing morn; 
** While bleft Aurora rears her purple crcft, 
** And tip-toe ftands, fliaking hergolden hair, 
*• Eager to vifit the buly fons of men : 
*« Her blazing journey ended, down flie finks, 
" And fo I liken her to man's ftrange end. 
" L^ok on yon pile, under whofc fretted roof, 
•* So many kings have feized the precious 

*' gem 
•* Of royalty, and fucked the courtiers 
** Lip laboured lies, 

** Where are ye now, dead atas and rotten j 
** O ! my good lord, let us from hence away, 
'* This fpot doth fmcll too ftrong of royal 

••duft 

D 4 *• Throwing; 
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*' ThrowiDg its lures to catch the minds of 
'* men 5 

** Blowing in their ears the feverous blaft 
** Of mirths, feafts, merriment, prolperity ; 
" Till on a fudden grappling with their fouls, 
** Thou knitted them at once in death eierm»* 



This fpeech I meant to have introduced 
in a play taken from the life of William the 
Conqueror ; it was to have been ^oke by 
Earl EJuyn; who conipired againA him in 
confequence of his tyrannical government: 
he was to wait near the Abbey in dilguife, for 
Marcaras another cotifpirator, and there 
snake this fpeech — The plan of this play, as 
well as feveral others from EngHJh hiftory, 
I have lately depoflted with Mr. WalHsy to- 
gether with many other things relating to 
this bulinefs, where they may be infpeftcd by 
thole wfaofe curiofity may lead them to re- 
quire that fatisfadion. 

On 'Thurjday the 17th of November I 
wrote the following letter to Mr. Talbot. 

Dr. 
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Dr. Montague^ 

" The various things which havepaffcd 
** iince I laft wrote to you cannot be here 
** repeated,—! only beg you will fay nothing 
" more about the papers, nor take any trou- 
** ble in explaining the bufinefs to my father, 
*' I find it ncceflary to keep the world no 
*' longer in fufpence, and am preparing a 
** circumflantiataccount of the whole, where- 
" inl fliall inform them of the truth, that I 
** v?;a the Author j be alTured I will excufe 
** you in everypoint for what you have faid 
" concerning their authentieity, and take It 
*• all upon myfelf, — you may fuppofe what I 
** have undergone to bring mc to fuch a 
" confeffion, after what paffed between us, 
" but I find that truth will always prevail. 

I remain your's ever, 

m H. Ire/and, 

That the world may not fuppofe any thing 
lurks behind, this expreffioti in my letter 
(after what palled between us) I fiiall ex- 
plain- 
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plain Its meaning — On Mr. Talbot's quitting 
me, I made him apromife, that I would not 
, tell the bufinefs on any account, unlefs he was 
willing, which promife I have not faithfully 
obferved, this I hope will be excufed, as my 
peculiar fltuation alone cauled the breach 
of it.— 

Before I conclude, I fliall Turn up this ac- 
count, and am willing to make affidavit to the 
following declarations, as well as tothe^ hc^e 
of this narration. 

Firfi, I iblemnly declare that my father 
was perfeaiy unacquainted with the whole 
affair, believing the papers moft firmly the 
produdion oi Sbakf^are. 

Scondfyt — That I am mylelf both the 
author and writer, and have had no aid or 
afTiftance from any ibul living, and that I 
fhould never have gone (o far, but that the' 
world praifed the papers lb much, and thereby 
flattered my vanity. 

Jhirdfy, 



by Google 



{ 43 ) 

7%/ri//c»~~*That any publication which may 
appear tending to prove the manufcripts ge- 
nuine, or contradifl: what is here Jiated, is 
faUe i this being the true account. 

W. H, Ireland, 

Here then I conclude, moft fincercly re- 
gretting any offence I may have given the 
world, or any particular individual, trufting 
at the fame time, they will deem the whole 
the aft of a boy, without any evil or bad in- 
tention, but hurried on thoughtlefs of any 
danger that awaited to enfnare him. 

Should I attempt another play, or any other 
Aage performance, I fhall hope the public 
will lay afide all prejudice my conduft may ' 
have delerved, and grant me that kind in- 
dulgence which is the certain inmate of every 
.Englijbman'% bofom. 
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